FROM THE MINISTER’S STUDY
Dear Friends,

Is God Calling You?

We know from the Bible that God calls people in a variety of ways and into a variety of services.  Our Covenant Service reflects this in the words that Methodists throughout the world say each year.  It highlights both positives and negatives in making ourselves open to the working of the Holy Spirit within us, and in hearing God’s call to us.  It reminds us that we may need to put some of our preferences and desires to one side in order to fulfil the purposes of God for our life.  Yet it also affirms our delight and blessing when we find that our preferences and desires are in line with God’s.

One of the great challenges for the Methodist Church is how it continues to ‘be’ in this generation, and specifically how it can operate in a world that is so different from that when its structures and practices were last given a significant overhaul.  Much thought has been going on at Connexional level over the last few years and guidance as well as challenge is now being given to the Methodist people. Structures of Church, District, and Circuit are being considered and the way individual churches mission in their area is seen as key to the longevity of the Methodist movement.  This will mean doing different things, and different services having to be undertaken.

Inevitably this kind of approach will result in changes.  It is clear that we cannot continue as we are with little or no notice of what is going on in the world outside the church.  On the other hand, we are more comfortable with things staying the same, even though we realise that in serving God we need to remain relevant to our communities, and all those we meet and know outside our churches.  

Once again the words of our Covenant Service challenge us and help us.  They acknowledge that within our thoughts about change there are our own hopes and fears – ‘some will be suitable to our natural inclinations and material interests, others are contrary to both, in some we may please Christ and please ourselves, in others we cannot please God except by denying ourselves.’ 

Thankfully the good news comes immediately after those words ‘Yet the power to do all these things is given to us in Christ, who strengthens us.’

This continues to be my prayer for me, for you, and for all who are touched by the presence of our church here.

Steve

DUTIES  AND  ROTAS  FOR  FEBRUARY
PRAYER STREETS

The Prayer Streets rota now appears at the start of Nuthall News.  We welcome the churches of Kimberley, together with St. Patrick’s, who have joined us in this activity.

 CAR PARK

	February
	5th
	Ian Poxon
	12th
	Steve Beckworth

	
	19th
	Ian Lishman
	26th
	NO EVENING SERVICE


CHURCH FLOWERS


	February
	5th
	Beryl Tantum
	12th
	Gill Stokes

	
	19th
	Sue Perrett
	26th
	Gail Brockway


TODDLERS' DRINKS ROTA

	February
	1st
	Sue & Ken Shepherd 

	
	 8th
	Joan Lacey & Joan Buttery

	
	15th
	HALF TERM  –  NO TODDLERS

	
	22nd
	Marjorie Silverton, Mick & Margaret Sendall

	
	29th
	Thelma Corben & Mary Gibb


COFFEE CORNER

	February
	4th
	BB/GB Nepal
	11th
	Peter & Gill

	
	18th
	Ann & Michael
	25th
	Heather & Fiona
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Please pass all items for the March newsletter to Margaret Sendall,  post in the box in the Coffee lounge or 

e-mail to mesendall@hotmail.com
by Sunday February 19th , please

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY

JANUARY






	    30th 
	7.30pm
	Church Musical Rehearsal (see Nuthall News)


FEBRUARY





	    4th
	  2.00pm
	BPFA Jumble Sale – jumble to church Friday night or Saturday at 1.00pm, please

	    6th
	  7.30pm
	Church Council

	    9th
	  7.30pm
	Church Musical Rehearsal (see Nuthall News)

	    9th
	  7.30pm
	House Fellowship at 28 Coronation Road

	  14th
	  2.00pm
	Women’s Fellowship -  Rev. Barbara Holbrook ‘My Visit to Africa’

	  15th
	  7.30pm
	Church Musical Rehearsal (see Nuthall News)

	  16th
	  2.00pm
	Take Time Together

	  17th
	
	Nepal Dinner Dance (see Nuthall News)

	  20th
	  7.30pm
	Church Musical Rehearsal (see Nuthall News)

	  23rd
	  7.30pm
	House Fellowship at 28 Coronation Road

	  27th
	  7.00pm
	Annual Church Meeting (see Nuthall News)

	  27th
	  2.00pm
	Lent Course (see Nuthall News)

	  28th
	10.30am
	Women’s Fellowship Coffee Morning at Church (hosted by Mrs. Betty Watson)

	  28th
	  7.30pm
	Church Musical Rehearsal (see Nuthall News)


MARCH






	    2nd
	 2.00pm
	Women’s World Day of Prayer Service at St. Patrick’s (see Nuthall News)

	  24th
	
	Craft Fair at church 
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MINISTER

	Rev. Steve Bennett
    

50 Maple Drive, Nuthall 
	(Day off – Friday)
	( 8757414


SENIOR  STEWARDS

	Mrs. June Gorton
(9382517
	Mrs. Sue Perrett
( 9199363


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT

	Mr. Ian Lishman 
	
	( 9770995


CHURCH / HALL BOOKING CLERK

	Mr. Ian Poxon 
	
	( 9763028


CHURCH COACH BOOKING CLERK

	Mrs. Norma Ellis 
	
	( 9278429


SUNDAY  SERVICES  FOR  FEBRUARY
Services are held each Sunday at 10.45 am and 6.30 pm. 

Junior (ages 7-11) and Primary (ages 3-7) Sunday School meet at 10.45am (except on Family Service Sunday).  ‘Late Risers’ (Senior Sunday School – ages 11+) meet at 6.30pm.

	  5th
	10.45am
	Rev. Steve Bennett  -  Holy Communion

	
	  6.30pm
	Mr. Cliff Broad

	
	
	

	12th
	10.45am
	Mr. Dennis Smith

	
	  6.30pm
	Mrs. Jayne Watson  -  Youth Service 

	
	
	

	19th
	  9.00am
	Rev. Steve Bennett  -  Holy Communion

	
	10.45am
	Rev. Steve Bennett  -  Family Service 

	
	  6.30pm     
	Rev. Kenneth Cupit  -  Holy Communion

	
	
	

	26th
	10.45am
	Mrs. Marian Matthews

	
	 6.00pm
	Joint Circuit Service at Ripley  –  NO SERVICE AT NUTHALL


 SUNDAY  SERVICE  DUTIES  FOR  FEBRUARY

	
	
	Duty Steward
	Door Stewards
	Pianist

	
	
	
	

	   5th
	10.45am
	J. Gorton
	
	A. Hindle

	
	  6.30pm
	P. Stokes
	Brian & Betty Watson
	J. Wilson

	
	
	
	
	

	 12th
	10.45am
	J. Gorton
	
	J. Wakefield

	
	  6.30pm
	S. Perrett
	Paul & Tracey Kendall
	H. Lishman

	
	
	
	
	

	 19th
	  9.00am
	C. Page
	
	H. Gray

	
	10.45am
	J. Gray
	
	J. Wilson 

	
	  6.30pm
	D. Blount
	Mick Sendall &
Terry Burrows
	L. Page

	
	
	
	
	

	 26th
	10.45am
	G. Brockway
	
	J. Wakefield

	
	  6.30pm
	NO  EVENING  SERVICE  AT  NUTHALL
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PRAYER STREETS

Please remember the residents of the following streets in your prayers.  The streets in italics are in Kimberley. Our friends at St. Patrick's Church and the churches in Kimberley are joining with us in this activity.

	February
	5th
	Carterswood Drive & Whetstone Close

Stocks Road & James Street

	 
	12th
	Springfield Drive & Arnos Grove

Jubilee Street & Little Lane

	
	19th
	Nottingham Road & Scott Close

Archibald Close & Sawbank Close

	
	26th
	Coronation Road & Cedar Avenue

Branklene Close & Troon Close


THANK YOU

A belated thank you very much, from Kate and Andrew Tanser, to everyone who helped to make their wedding, on September 3rd, so special.
The 32nd Nottingham Boys' Brigade would like to thank you for the generous donations you gave in memory of Jonathan Lee. £1,614 was raised which will be used to support specific projects the company is involved in. Currently we are supporting a group of young people who 
are going to Nepal to do voluntary work and also other residential experiences.    Dave Tantum (Captain)

Thank you to the young people who organised, ran and appeared in the Nepal Talent Show.  We had a great night’s entertainment with some super emerging talent.  These events are such a good experience for our young people working together, and relying on each other must prepare them well for the challenges of the Nepal trip itself.  Well done and God bless you.
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Thank you very much to Richard Harvey for his time as Sunday School Superintendent – we have been grateful for his enthusiasm, support and commitment.  We are pleased to welcome Ian Lishman who has taken over this role and look forward to working with him.

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

The Women’s World Day of Prayer service this year is at St. Patrick’s Church on Friday March 2nd at 2.00pm.  The speaker is Rev. Barbara Holbrook.  The service is prepared by the women of Malaysia.

DISCIPLESHIP COURSE

This month’s theme is AUTHORITY.

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING

All members and friends are encouraged to attend the Annual Church Meeting on Monday February 27th at 7.00pm (postponed from November).  The subject for discussion this year is ‘Deepening Discipleship’.  As usual, we shall break during the evening for a fish and chip supper which can be ordered on arrival.

BB/GB NEPAL VISIT

Thank you for all your continued support for our young people’s missionary visit to Nepal. We have so far raised £7000 and the young people and leaders attending have also contributed a further £8400.  We need to raise a total of £20000 to cover the cost. There are still a limited number of tickets available for the dinner dance on February 17th priced at £37.50 a head -  please see Pete Bales for any further information.

‘HIS’ WORSHIP GROUP

'His' Worship Group practices have been postponed until after Easter to accommodate rehearsals for our Church musical.  Details of our practices will appear in the April newsletter. 

'His' is an adult worship group which normally meets to sing on Tuesdays fortnightly at Church from 8.00pm until 9.00pm and participate in services and other events.  Feel free to come along and join us or for further information, see Richard Harvey.

SINGERS, MUSICIANS, ACTORS, READERS WANTED!
Save the date! Palm Sunday, April 1st 2012 is our 2012 ‘Whole Church’ Musical - an Easter production taking over both the morning and evening services.

We expect that Sunday Schools, Brigades and Templars will all be taking part in their groups.  In addition, we hope to encourage enough adults who like singing to come and create a fun choir. If that’s you, please join us from 7.30pm – 9.00pm at Church for some of our choir rehearsal dates (don’t worry if you can’t make all of the dates): 

January 
   Mon 30th
February 
   Thurs 9th, Weds 15th, Mon 20th, Tues 28th 

March 
                Thurs 8th, Tues 13th, Mon 19th
Dress Rehearsal  Thurs March 29th (6.30pm – 8.00pm)

Arrangements for transport can be accommodated and can be arranged through willing volunteers – please text or call Lorna Page on 07757 919 634.

NEPAL COFFEE MORNING – FEBRUARY 4TH 

The BB/GB Nepal group are holding a Coffee Morning at church on Saturday February 4th including a cake stall and tombola.  Thank you for the continued support and we would love to see you there!

LENT COURSE

Rev. Steve will be leading a Bible Study at Church every Monday at 2.00pm throughout Lent.  The first meeting will be on February 27th and all are welcome to attend.

THE EVANS FAMILY HAVE MOVED!

Georgia, Martin and Evie Evans and Evan-ly Food  have recently moved so we would like to update our church family of our new contact details: 

9 Nimbus Way, Watnall, Nottingham. NG16 1FP. (9384890.

If you would like to order food please give me a ring or take a look at our new website http://www.evan-lyfood.co.uk 
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COACH TRIPS WITH ELSIE PLANNED FOR 2012
Chester / Chester Zoo – 19th May 2012
Bourton-on-the-Water / Stow-on-the- Wold / Moreton-in-Marsh 

- 23rd June 2012

Windsor / Lego Land – 22nd September 2012

Lincoln Christmas Market – 8th  December 2012

 If you would like to book a seat on any of these trips

please contact the Coach Booking Clerk: Norma Ellis on (0115) 9278429

More details regarding these trips to follow later 
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CIRCUIT  &  DISTRICT  NEWS

CONCERT AT HOLBROOK MOOR METHODIST CHURCH

Holbrook Moor Methodist Church (Amber Valley Circuit) invites you to a concert by the Hot House Community Gospel Choir with the Saxophonix Group on Saturday February 4th at 7.30pm.  Tickets are priced £6.00 each including refreshments and can be obtained from Helen Whitham (01773 827368 and Val Smith (01332 882070.

The church is on Moorside Lane, Holbrook (DE56 0TW).

DISTRICT DISCIPLESHIP FORUM

The District is holding a Forum to help us to engage with the next phase of the Discipleship agenda which the Methodist Church is undertaking. We are delighted to announce that John and Olive Drane, along with Lucy Moore will be guest speakers at this event. There will also be interactive workshops on different aspects of discipleship and everyone will be able to choose according to their preferences.

District Discipleship Forum
Littleover Methodist Church
Saturday March 17th 2012 from 9:30am to 4pm
Everyone is most welcome. We would love to see every circuit represented.
Please bring your own lunch - refreshments are provided.


Bookings will be taken through the District Web Site and the link is in the right hand column of the Home Page. Please book early to reserve your place and select two workshops from the list. Once again we welcome our ecumenical partners to join us at this event.

Bookings will be coordinated by Louise Parsons who is about to take on her new role of PA to the Chair of the District. She will handle any queries regarding bookings and can be contacted at parsons_louise@hotmail.com or on 0115 8756
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